RHE CONSULTATION MONDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER

Following the COVID restrictions being eased, we held a full consultation on Monday 27th September
with parents. A Parent Governor also attended the meeting. A presentation was made informing
parents of the changes in the curriculum, giving examples of resources which would be used in each
year group.

After the presentation, parents were given the chance to ask questions publicly and/or complete a
feedback sheet where they could include questions if they wished.

Questions asked as part of the consultation
At which point do you discuss relationships with the children?
Relationships education does not encourage children to have relationships with each other, but to
help them look at relationships with different groups of peers. For example, with their teachers in
school, their friendship groups.
Children will also learn about different types of relationships between people and to learn positively
about all types of relationships.
This will include families that have a Mum and a dad, families that have two Mums and families that
have two Dads.
Parents were given a handout which explained clearly which part of the curriculum their children
would be taught from Reception to Year 6.
Is online safety studied as part of this curriculum?
Each year, the technology that the children use and the programmes that the children use has become
more advanced. This has been exacerbated by lockdown when messaging and video messaging
became more commonplace and was used by much younger children.
It is important that the school and parents work together to make sure that children understand that
they don’t always have to be connected with each other and that sometimes they don’t need to check
messages or be speaking to their friends.
Parents can set their own rules around social media and the use of devices, but we will be running an
online safety briefing for parents later on in the Autumn Term which provides guidance around this
subject.

How do you approach negative aspects of friendship if you are encouraging children to use positive
words? Children could be afraid to tell you something that has happened if they have been told not
to use those words?
If something comes up in a group lesson that the children are not comfortable talking about, then
children won’t be asked to talk about it in front of everyone and will be able to talk to their teacher
afterwards. There is a separate place for these discussions and issues like this will continue to be
dealt with separately.

Social media can be very dangerous to children and can lead to all sorts of problems. How do you
educate children about this?
We know that social media can be a very negative experience for some children and there are a
number of lessons planned on this subject during the year.
For example, we try to teach children that anything you write on social media is can last forever and
can be seen many years after the message was sent. It is also very easy to misconstrue messages
when they are sent in this way.
Parents need to decide the best way to manage this in their homes. Some Apps have age limits
which state that they shouldn’t be used by children 13 or under.
There is a reason for this, and parents need to balance the wish to allow their children to use
something that everyone else is using against what their children could be exposed to.

ACTION: E-safety training to be provided by parents in the autumn term.

FEEDBACK
THINGS THAT I LIKE ABOUT THE PLANNED
CURRICULUM
Safety and ways to keep children safe in face-toface relationships and online. My daughter does
not have online access yet and I intend to keep
her away from social media etc until she is able
to keep herself safe.
Things to recognise for healthy relationships
including friends and adults. I think it is good to
hear stories and then see what the children think
about it. I love the idea of passing the Jigsaw
teddy around as it will offer comfort when they
are speaking.
I am pleased that the children will learn about
friendship, keeping themselves safe online, love
and loss, girlfriends and boyfriends.
I like the range of topics and that the children will
learn about internet safety and security.
It is great that the topics covered are broad and
in depth and cover healthy and unhealthy
relationships.
It is good that the school cover homosexual
relationships etc, as children still need to know
that this is part of normal life for some people.
I like the number of diverse relationships that will
be covered.
I feel that homophobia etc is being tackled
appropriately.

THINGS THAT I AM UNSURE OF ABOUT THE PLANNED
CURRICULUM
I welcome it. It is important for children to
understand the world we live in and be taught about it
by mature and trustworthy adults such as their
teachers and parents rather than their peers.

I wanted to come along and find out exactly what
is taught at school so that I know what to
reinforce at home, as my child’s only answer is “I
don’t know” regarding anything to do with
school.
There will be a broad coverage of the meaning of
relationship in the world today. It is good to
teach children strategies to deal with many
aspects of relationships. It is good to cover love
and loss – learning about grief is very important.
I like that the children will learn about all kinds of
relationships and about online safety
I am pleased that the curriculum covers a range
of relationships and is relevant to real life –
diversity/online influences. I am glad that there
are lots of discussions and that the curriculum
looks at stereotypes and combats these

Are differences being discussed? i.e. differences
between people, attitudes, behaviour etc

Nothing – it was very well explained.

I would like to be clearer of how the children are
taught about getting on with each other and falling
out with each other.

Please explain “consent” in its simplest form.

Nothing at the moment

THINGS I LIKED ABOUT THE PLANNED
CURRICULUM
I think it is good that the broad meaning of
relationships is explored. I agree that more time
should be spent discussing it with the children,
and I think it is one of the most important topics
to cover.
All clearly thought out to meet the needs of
Moorfield pupils. It is age appropriate and
relevant to meeting the DFE requirement. I like
the approach that Jigsaw has with the bears and
jigsaw pieces for each classroom and common
themes running across the topics and year groups
Encourages open conversations about sensitive
subjects. Learning about differences without
judgement. Encourages self-belief and safety
Encourages positive friendships and
relationships.
Looks at how to deal with potentially difficult
situations.
Cyber relationships and e safety
Relationships with others as well as family

THINGS THAT I AM UNSURE OF ABOUT THE PLANNED
CURRICULUM
Can we get access to the full curriculum?

Nothing – am happy with the curriculum outlines

How much do the children join in the conversations?
Do extreme views get challenged/discussed?
Do children get encouraged to tell parents about
difficult topics?

