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Music @ HOME 
Year 6: Music Through Time 

Week 7

Introduction: 
Today we’re going to focus on 20th Century music. This is music written from 1900-1999. 

This means it was the music played during the reign of Victoria, Edward VII, George V, 
George VI & Elizabeth II. 

We are going to look at the key musical features and some famous composers.

Task 1: Sergei Rachmaninoff 
Rachmaninoff is one of the most famous composers of the 

20th Century and his music is still very popular today. 
He was a Russian pianist famous for having very big hands 
and playing virtuosic piano and orchestral music.  
• Listen to a section of two of his pieces using the links. 
• Rachmaninoff ’s music is like the romantic era in someways 

because it is very big and expressive. 
• However, the drama in his pieces is bigger than that in the 

romantic era and you can hear how difficult it would be to 
play.

Tas$ 1 Hi)t+ 
Key Word: 

Virtuosic - The very best on 
an instrument it could 

possibly be. 

Examples: 
Prelude in C# Minor 
Piano Concerto no.2

Task 2: Experimental Music 
In the 20th Century people started to get creative with how they 

made and produced music. 
People changed instruments, rolled dice to see which note they 

should play and tried all sorts of different ways to change music. 
Listen to these examples of some experimental music from the 20th 

Century and give your opinions about these pieces of music.

Tas$ 2 Hi)t+ 
Example: 

Webern - Serialism 
Sonata for Prepared Piano 

Cage - 4'33
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Make a composer profile about Rachmaninoff on an A4 page. Give us all the key facts on 1 page! 

Feel free to email your composer profiles in to: jack@theartscentretelford.com

Task 3: Comparison Exercise 
Here is a piece of music from every era we’ve studied so far 
• What are the similarities between Renaissance and 20th Century? 
• What are the similarities between Baroque and 20th Century? 
• What are the similarities between Classical and 20th Century? 
• What are the similarities between Romantic and 20th Century? 

Which era of music do you like the best? 
Give justified opinions (Why do you think that?)

Tas$ 3 Hi)t+ 
Task Links: 
Renaissance 

Baroque        
Classical 
Romantic 

20th Century

mailto:jack@theartscentretelford.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QuakVuFQEds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRHoKZRYBlY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoAbXwr3qkg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ily24Mw6a4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cs-IhTdAEA
https://www.musicnotes.com/now/news/musical-periods-the-history-of-classical-music/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE9FWqZZHYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9E6b3swbnWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE0RbPsC9uE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCtixpIWBto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEGOihjqO9w
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