
The Arts Centre Telford 

Music @ HOME 
Year 4: The Planets 

Week 7

Introduction: 
Last week we looked at Jupiter - The Bringer of Jollity. We studied the musical features and 

analysed the piece of music and its story. 

Today we are going to focus on Saturn - The Bringer of Old Age. We are going to listen to and 
analyse this piece of descriptive music.

Task 1: The Bringer of Old Age 
The God named Saturn was also known as the “Bringer of 

Old Age”. 
A bringer of old age is supposed to represent time and it 

ticking by slowly and steady steps. 
Can you draw a picture of Saturn using only the piece of music 

to give you ideas? Don’t look it up first!
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Using the music only to guide you, draw a picture of the Bringer of Old Age. 

Feel free to email your creative work to: jack@theartscentretelford.com
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Audio Clip: 

Saturn 

Picture Link: 
Check Your Work Afterwards

Task 2: Key Musical Features 
This a link to the BBC Symphony Orchestra playing ‘Saturn - 

The Bringer of Old Age’. 
Watch the clip and listen for these musical features below: 

• Woodwind at quiet dynamic at the start. Joined by low strings. 
• Woodwind rocking between notes makes a ticking sound. 
• Higher strings, oboe, cello & bassoon play sustained notes. 
• Very slow tempo at the start. 
• The brass section take the lead for the next part of the piece. 
• Piece gets more and more dramatic. Faster tempo, louder 

dynamics before finishing peacefully, like the start of the piece
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Video Clip: 

Saturn - Bringer of Old Age 

Interesting Fact: 
There is a steady ‘ticking’ 
sound that is created all 

the way through the piece. 
This makes it sound like a 
clock to represent time.

Task 3: Character & Music 

Now we are going to link the musical features to the God 
that we are looking at. 

How do the musical features above help to describe a ‘bringer 
of old age’ and the second biggest planet in the solar system.
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Model Answer: 

Example: The rocking 
woodwind notes at the 

beginning of the piece sounds 
like ticking to represent a clock.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO5sB56rfzA
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