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Year 6: Music Through Time 

Week 6

Introduction: 
Today we’re going to focus on Romantic music. This is music written from 1825-1900. This 

means it was the music played mostly during Queen Victoria’s reign as Queen. 

We are going to look at the instrumentation, key musical features and where Romantic 
music was performed, including the names of some famous composers.

Romantic Instruments  
A key feature of romantic music is the use of the piano. 

Task 1: Piano Music 
On the left are some examples of Romantic piano music. 

Listen for these key features below in the examples to the left 
• Lots of very expressive dynamics. The music tells a story.  
• Long and lyrical melodies. 
• Massive contrasts in music. The music changes significantly. 
• Amazing skills levels from the players. Music is very complex.
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Examples: 

Hungarian Rhapsody - Liszt 

Nocturne - Chopin

Task 2: Orchestral Music 
A feature of romantic music is the massive orchestras. 

Piano music was more intimate for salons but orchestral music got 
bigger to fit large concert venues: 

Listen to a bit of this example of a big romantic orchestral work.
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Example: 

Mahler - Symphony No.3
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Make a composer profile about Chopin on an A4 page. Give us all the key facts on 1 page! 

Feel free to email your composer profiles in to: jack@theartscentretelford.com
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Task 3: Comparison Exercise 
Here are two piece of music. Answer the questions below: 

• What are the similarities between Baroque and Romantic? 
• What are the differences between Classical and Romantic?
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Task Links: 

Baroque       Classical 
Romantic

Pianists become very virtuosic during the Romantic Era. This is a word 
for someone who is the very best at their instrument. This meant that 
piano music got more and more difficult. Piano music was played in 
salons. These were venues where rich people used to gather to socialise 
and listen to the best pianists in the world. 
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