
The Arts Centre Telford 

Music @ HOME 
Year 4: The Planets 

Week 3

Introduction: 
Last week we started to think about what each of the planets represents and we listened 

to each of the tracks. 

Today we are going to focus on Mercury - The Winged Messenger. We are going to listen to 
and analyse this piece of descriptive music.

Task 1: The Winged Messenger 
The God named Mercury was also known as the “Winged 

Messenger”. 
A winged messenger would carry important messages 

between the other gods. Mercury is also the smallest planet. 
Can you draw a picture of Mercury using only the piece of 

music to give you ideas? Don’t look it up first!
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Using the music only to guide you, draw a picture of the Winged Messenger. 

Feel free to email your creative work to: jack@theartscentretelford.com
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Audio Clip: 

Mercury 

Picture Link: 
Check Your Work Afterwards

Task 2: Key Musical Features 
This a link to the BBC Symphony Orchestra playing 

‘Mercury - The Winged Messenger’ 
Watch the clip and listen for these musical features below: 

• Fast quaver rhythms. 
• Mostly quiet dynamics with short bursts of louder dynamics. 
• Pitch moving up and down quickly. 
• Flutes, Piccolo and Violin playing at a very high pitch. 
• ‘Question and answer’ phrases; One group of instruments 

play and another group responds. 
• Solos from violin, oboe, flute, celeste and clarinet.
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Video Clip: 

Mercury - BBC Symphony 
Orchestra 

Extra Research: 
Who are the BBC 

Symphony Orchestra? 
What do they do and what 

do they play?

Task 3: Character & Music 
Now we are going to link the musical features to the God 

that we are looking at. 

How do the musical features above help to describe a 
‘winged messenger’ and the smallest planet in the solar 

system?
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Model Answer: 

Example: The fast quaver 
rhythms represent the wings of 
Mercury flapping quickly as he 

moves through the sky.
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